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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 
YOCHA DEHE WINTUN NATION, et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
v. 
 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR, et al., 
 

Defendants. 

 
 
 
Case No. 1:25-cv-00867-TNM  
 
 
 

 
 

 
JOINT STATUS REPORT AND REQUEST FOR CONTINUED STAY 

 
Pursuant to the Court’s February 4, 2026, Minute Order, Plaintiffs the Yocha Dehe 

Wintun Nation and the Kletsel Dehe Wintun Nation of the Cortina Rancheria and the Federal 

Defendants (together, the “Parties”) have conferred and hereby submit this joint status report 

updating the Court on Federal Defendants’ reconsideration of the January 10, 2025, Gaming 

Eligibility Determination.   

On April 17, 2026, the Department of the Interior (“Department”) met with Scotts Valley 

in person to give Scotts Valley a further opportunity to be heard regarding the reconsideration.  

Third Declaration Regarding Plan for Reconsideration (“Declaration”) ¶ 8. Scotts Valley then 

provided the Department with its written submission regarding the reconsideration on May 1, 

2026. Id. ¶ 8.  No further submissions will be accepted.  Id. ¶ 8.  The Department still anticipates 

issuing a reconsidered decision by July 31, 2026.  Id. ¶ 9.  Under these circumstances, Federal 

Defendants believe the current stay should remain in effect. 

Plaintiffs appreciate the Department’s efforts to promptly conclude its reconsideration 

process, consistent with the schedule set forth in the February 3, 2026, Joint Status Report.  At 
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the same time, they remain concerned about Scotts Valley’s pattern of delay tactics.  See ECF 33 

at 3-4.  Nevertheless, in light of the Federal Defendants’ confirmation that a reconsidered 

decision is anticipated by July 31, 2026, Plaintiffs agree that a continued stay remains 

appropriate to preserve judicial and Party resources.  

The Parties jointly propose that: (i) within 7 days of the Department issuing the 

reconsidered decision, Federal Defendants will file a notice with the Court to which the decision 

will be attached; (ii) within 14 days of the Department issuing the reconsidered decision, the 

Parties will meet and confer regarding further proceedings in this case; (iii) within 7 days of that 

meet-and-confer, the Parties will file a joint status report with their proposal (or proposals) for 

further proceedings; and (iv) otherwise, the case will remain stayed.  If the Department does not 

issue a reconsidered decision by July 31, 2026, the Parties will promptly meet and confer and 

submit a Joint Status Report by August 5, 2026. 

 

Respectfully submitted May 15, 2026. 

 
 

 
ADAM R.F. GUSTAFSON 
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
  
 /s/ Amber Dutton-Bynum (per permission given 
on 5/15/2026) 
AMBER DUTTON-BYNUM 
Trial Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
Environmental & Natural Resources Division 
Natural Resources Section 
P.O. Box 7611  
Washington, D.C. 200044-7611  
(202) 330-2649  
Amber.Dutton-Bynum@usdoj.gov 
 
DEVON LEHMAN McCUNE 
Senior Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
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Environment & Natural Resources Division 
Natural Resources Section 
999 18th St., N. Terrace, Suite 600 
Denver, CO  80202  
303-358-8981 
Devon.McCune@usdoj.gov 
 
 
 
 /s/ William C. Mumby 
MATTHEW G. ADAMS  
(D.D.C. Bar No. CA00225) 
WILLIAM C. MUMBY  
(D.D.C. Bar No. CA00218) 
Kaplan Kirsch LLP 
One Sansome Street, Suite 2250 
San Francisco, CA  94104 
Telephone: (415) 907-8704 
E-mail:  madams@kaplankirsch.com  
   wmumby@kaplankirsch.com 
 
SAMANTHA R. CARAVELLO  
(D.D.C. Bar No. CO0080) 
Kaplan Kirsch LLP 
1675 Broadway, Suite 2300 
Denver, CO  80202 
Telephone: (303) 825-7000 
E-mail:  scaravello@kaplankirsch.com 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff Yocha Dehe Wintun 
Nation 
 
 /s/ Brenda L. Tomaras (per permission given 
on 5/15/2026) 
BRENDA L. TOMARAS  
(CA SBN 176900) (Pro hac vice) 
Tomaras & Ogas, LLP 
10755-F Scripps Poway Parkway, #281 
San Diego, CA  92131 
Telephone: (858) 554-0550 
E-mail:  btomaras@mtowlaw.com  
 
Attorney for Plaintiff Kletsel Dehe Wintun 
Nation of the Cortina Rancheria 
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